Newer antidotal therapies.
Although the availability of an antidote for a toxic agent does not take away the primary responsibility of the clinician to manage the patient's clinical signs, the use of antidotes in appropriate situations can result in a more rapid recovery with potentially fewer long-term complications. Recent advances in pharmacology and molecular biology have resulted in the development of new and safer antidotal therapies for the management of toxicosis. The progress in immunotoxicotherapy over the last two decades continues and may ultimately lead to an era when the clinical toxicologist has a vast array of antibody fragments available for use with specific toxic agents. Development of specific pharmacologic antagonists for other agents should also enable the clinician to more reliably manage toxicoses. In spite of all these potential advances, the management of most toxicoses still relies on the application of sound veterinary medical principles.